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Among Washington,
D0 grand build-
ings, the Law Library
af Congress might ."
scem an afterthoughe. *
The structure 15 func-
tional, early 19805 ar-
chitecture. Te sits just
across-the strece from the
main Library of Congress, ong
of the Federal City's most gloriously
appuinted edifices.

Bug behind ics bland facade sits the
warld’s largest law library, with 2.0
million volumes. And the stories of
the people who use them and how
ﬁ?f}‘. quired many of those
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of the collection.

The library, which celebrates its
terquascuicentennial this month, was
created in 1832, Of its 2.011 ariginal
volumes, 639 had been part of Thomas
Jetferson's private library. Tnits early
years, new books were selecred by
the chief justice of the United States.

In the 1920s and 1930s, the Soviet
sovernmentfound iself in need of
hard curreney. So it confiscated his-
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rorical decumcnts that were
in privare hands and sold
them to covernments and
private dealers in the
Wese. That’s how much
+ of the czar's library ended
up in Washingron.
Clongress relics so much
on the library that it is open
whenever cither house isin ses-
sion—even in the middle of the night.
When the current Afghan govern-
ment came to power, it could not re-
inscare pre-Laliban laws because the
Taliban gavernment had destroyed
all the statute books, English trans-
fations in the Law Library helped
rcplacc some of them.
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Taworar Hu,]mrd Hrelfman who I-.:r;
polien assistance 'il.'lﬂn-furcm& iamﬂgr-:
law matters, says, “They often come:
wp wich souft so unfindable and wala-
able it looks like a digmond & =

— Ty Carder:
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The Lawe Libwary of
Clasgress (o feft) is anw arm
of the Library of Congress,
aodich Bandles cavaloging
af wew aequisitions for fatlh,
There &5 movenent v male e
Lesy Library independent with
separaie fuding, Wihile the
Lame Library bas abont
LT percent af the averalf old-
anegs of e fava, 8 is allocared
oudy 3 pervent of the badleed,

“Legal soprves must be
srave ot el han any other
Awcereise dawe cievrges and grow
5o greickly,” says Law
Lifsrsian af Congress Ruless
Meding. Yo can posipane
aress fo Sterary wornks, comics
el fooks an gardening—all
af wdich go fntde the meein
fibpry—dut you ceie't afford
defary R goress to stalutory
cemel case L sivaderials”
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Chprimal remperatire and
Arteamigliny devels belp preseroe
arlel fookes (Tog righe), but die

reeed to i e deaciaily them
05 ey pressing,
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Wiheet seems fide the wother of alf
cerred caterfogs (Dotiom feft) wes
the ot one at the Low Lidrary.
Thawesh now computerized, te
phvsical card caralog i seill
asedd aocasionaliy.
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The Law Libvary das aw ex-
tensive rave book collection. 1t
ds sezerd copdes of Decremum
Crraviani, & compifation
of s fage woridies in e
1265 cemtury cened wsed as
el texebood, With distinctioe
sraodcnt Wustrations, this copy
{Eattan right) aas prdished
i Venmiee en 1514
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