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 The Global Legal Information Network, or GLIN, is a unique electronic network 
affording instant access to accurate up-to-date legal information from a growing number 
of nations and international institutions.  GLIN is a powerful 21st century tool, urgently 
needed to attain a more peaceful world where disputes are resolved by the Rule of Law 
rather than by conflict. 
 

GLIN currently includes legal information drawn from 46 entities – nations, the 
United Nations, the European Union, the Organization of American States plus others - and 
this electronic information of primary legal documents continues to grow.  The GLIN 
Foundation is a separate not-for-profit organization created to promote GLIN’s 
development. Its Board of Directors, elected from GLIN’s member countries, is helping to 
secure funding for the network to conduct and expand its mission. 
 

In addition to strengthening the Rule of Law, GLIN’s 21st Century “Smart” 
Infrastructure will promote education, research, health care and pharmaceuticals, and 
help fight disease and malnutrition.  GLIN’s already low operating costs will be further 
reduced as new members join.  The staggering price of national or regional conflicts make 
GLIN’s low manageable costs even more appealing.  
 
GLIN’s unique mission is to provide: 
 

 Instant and convenient access to accurate and up-to-date legal decisions for 
courts of law and lawyers worldwide. 

 A complete and easily searched data base of contemporary laws of participating 
countries. In time, this database will include member countries’ constitutions, 
statutes, regulations, judicial decisions, legislative records, and legal treatises.  

 Access to this search this database in thirteen languages. 
 Precise primary source legal data issued strictly by the official governments or 

administrations of each participating entity, as opposed to entries in commercial 
databases. . 

 Highly trained staff that operate through extremely low-cost national and regional 
GLIN central facilities around the world.  

 
The GLIN network is designed for wide, timely usage, responsive to the needs of: 
 

 National governments and their court systems at all levels  
 State and local governments in their legislative and juridical capacities  

http://www.glin.gov/
http://www.glinfoundation.org/


 International Organizations, Non-Governmental Organizations and other 
international entities that must address a variety of national legal issues.  

 World and Regional Banks  
 International businesses, trading companies and commercial ventures  
 Law offices and legal research institutes addressing legal issues involving 

international jurisdiction, trade, Intellectual Property (IP), global banking, 
finance, telecommunications, transportation and other services   

 Educational Institutions, Law Schools and any individual interested in comparative 
commercial, trade, intellectual property, banking, international services, privacy 
or other types of law as well as those seeking to develop model law systems.   

 
GLIN originated in the U.S. Law Library of Congress a number of years ago.  From 

modest beginnings as a card file, it is now evolved into a global, high-speed digital 
information network operated and augmented by GLIN stations in participating 
entities.  The GLIN Foundation, a 501c3 tax exempt organization, elected its first 
international Board of Directors in the spring of 2006. It has now formed International 
Advisory Council and a GLIN Leadership Committee. It intends to host the first GLIN 
Foundation Gala Celebration to be held at the Library of Congress in May 2007.  This 
event will honor participating public and private institutions that are funding GLIN. 
Their vital help will speed transition of GLIN’s network operations from the Law 
Library of Congress to an independent, international viable base of operation.   

 
National governments legal systems can: 

 Draw on the experience of other  
 Countries in settling juridical disputes.  

 Use GLIN to develop model legislation 
 Use GLIN to review and update  

 legislation in selected areas  
 Evaluate Amendments to Constitutions  
 Compare or assess civil rights legislation 

 
 

 
             National Capitol of Colombia 

      State and local governments can: 
 Develop state laws and local ordinances that involve trade, Intellectual 

Property, banking, finance, communications, transportation, etc. 
 Provide an additional source of input for State Supreme Court decisions 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
                                                      City Hall-Lisbon, Portugal              City Hall-Munich



 
International Organizations can: 

 Compare different approaches to legislation  
relating to their area of interest 

 Develop new international regulations that  
represent the global mainstream 

 Use the data base to prepare in-depth  
analyses of disputes and differences of  
approach in different countries. 

 Convene conferences on various legal 
Issues and use the network as support. 

               United Nations HQs 
  
     World and Regional Banks can: 
 

 Can compare national approaches  
to financial and banking regulations  

 Develop model regulations for  
banking systems 

 Develop improved way for addressing 
banking & financial system security,  
identify theft, electronic funds transfers 

 
 

                                                                                                          Inter American Development Bank 
International business can: 

 Support their claims in national  
courts by presenting comparative  
legal precedents 

 Assess the ease of operations,  
constraints and problems when  
entering new markets 

 Streamline & standardize filings in 
                        specialized areas—especially when  

model legislation originates via GLIN  
processes 

 
Law Offices and International Legal Research Institutes can: 

 
 Support their research to support  

cases and trials involving disputes  
          where national laws run counter 

                                                                                 to practices other countries 
 Provide comparative analysis of laws  

      of particular concern to clients 
  Quickly access authenticated laws and  

     regulations for client corporation 
 Search through the laws of the world  
 using thesaurus in 13 languages 

 
 



 
Educational Institutions and Law School can:  

 
 Be used to develop model legislation 
 Be applied to support moot court  

research and preparations 
 Be used for comparative law exercises 
 Be used in support for any specialized  

course related to Intellectual Property  
Rights, Privacy, Property Rights, etc. 
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